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Ten years ago Andover
was just another
commuter-belt town
suffering from a severe
lack of leisure facilities.
But, through a sustained
regeneration programme
driven by Andover Vision'",
a commitiee made up of
the Andover’s business
leaders and its local
community, the town is
changing dramatically.

Beionw Architects drawing of the Andover
Reel Cinema Build.

410 Building 'or Leisure Juog 2005

' of a supermarke

AT THE FSREFROMT of this change is
A0 viersicle devalopment set i open
this month, provicding, among athar thirgs,
& lour-soreen cinama, and craating 450
jobe wathin the town, :

The town had bean cameaigning for a
cirarna fora nuriber of vears but provides
vl wany of serdsing a town wilh a
resalively small populalion of 42,000,
Furlbarmee, coreparad to the astatlished
and poplar out-of-town developmeants,
tewen centre builas vt all their
complications and ganning difficutiss are
oftan avoided.

Heraesmeer, last vear the Tast Yallay
Borough Councll announses that 5,200
s normas will b il watbin Anclowor,
kg the towen instantly more
appaaing o providsers,
Adaditionaly, acknowdadgng the
Lowert's desire for & cirama,
wher tha mversicle site was
mada avaitabia, the Coundl
Look [he unuseal step of sdding
the fre-condition to developers
that ore must be incorsoratsd,

Haing received four pitchas
fram differant ceveloperss, tha
Councl decided upon the Feal
Cirermad Asda scheme becadse
it raximised he availasle space
ard incorporated & spacious
car park sarvizing both faciities.
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The scneme's riverside location has
preseated some interesting conatruction
challergas, Some 702 plles, al an aversg:
clepth of 12m, prosacts the foundations an
thez Suilcling itsel’ contains 10,000 tonnes
of sorcrete and 1,000 torneas of sireciurs
steel

Fit-out company Spacetailors has baen
putting thea finishirg ouchas an the nes
cinema, Tha strucluns is designed so tha
lhe cinemes sils oo lop of the superarket
aflectively on stilts witn inaspendeant
accesz via litts and stars,” explains
Spacetailors m Ancy Powesll, “lls
postioning ersuqes o bicd's e view o
Exeslbs the towen cenire and the Bier Anton,

"Due to its design and s prosimity 1o
residential areas, construstion has bean
chalengng. & teo-phase build snsured
that the superarket was up and ranning
[aricar to the complstion af Foesl Sinemea,
This meanl hesey material reedad to e
arang Ited into position and residents wer
irtormes i codar o minimise disoption.”

Trne cinema itsel nas a separaia
antrance wilh a large ‘Fesl' sign ovar the
doeeiay 10 Ihe cinerna and above the
Asda store, If has two lifts that.go up 1o
tha main fover whers custormears can
purchass lokels ard refroshment=, From
the foyer, customers are ledl through to o
SCreens sach with approximalely 200-seal
capacily. | 1 AR AR S O L



EXTENSIVE glazing provides a lioht and
spacious antrance into the building, which
is zat back under the main roof to crasta
an entrance canopy. The Buliding inclucles
ary 800 sam spors hal - providing for
focttall, padminton, netiall, casketbal -
oliE two zguash courds, wo oracton
ooms, three viewing gallerics, o recsption
area and shiower and changing faciities,
The coniractor Doon Constreation
Ltllized durable and recyehils materials
along with & ranga of eco-frienaly features
o adgd to the long-term viakility of the
structure. A Sustainable Uroan Drainage
Svsterm (SLIDS) managas water run-off
fram the site. halging o present any
localzad Noading. This process operates
frough the use of long, vegetated
shallews colled swales that surround the
sports hall and retair any waler rrn-off,
This water thal s collacled in the swales
feeds into a slarme savers tarlk, which is
ancasad inconarets ang storsd Do
metres undarground, The ank is able (o

atore 22 000 litres of water and onoe it nas

reached s capasity any watar averllow
fowes into an infiltration Slanket, which then
dizerses the waler undargroeng, With a
foothall pitch lecated close to the spors
hall, the SUDS systermn oravents the piton
fron Becoming too hard in cold weathar,
a5 the collectad walar 1hal s showly
releasedd o he ground has the effect of
sollening the surfase of the feothall pileh,
The aluminium, curvad rool iz rol onky
aesthetically pleasing, but alss collesis

rainraEtar, which is then stored in the
storma saver tank, The waler thal is
collacted is than recyolad and used for Wo
arnd urinal use, The structone itsef is built
cut of steel feme, with sivar-grey metal
clacding. The squash courts are enclosad
wethin a timber clad box thal orojects oot
fram ungar thie main qaol and have g wsual
affest of ingreasing the eco-trigndly
concopd of the cuilding, Ovesall, ha
cormbination of sleal, aluminum, timbar
and glaedng oreatas a modern and whran:
visual aspearance o the sports hall that
succasaiilly combines contermporany
design and sustainability fealuras. B

in detail

The £2m Sutton
Bonnington sports hall
project for the University
of Nottingham is an
example of sustainable
construction methods
and modern architectural
design relating to

leisure buildings.
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