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T

1
) How to finance
i ultlmater
| ,'i

conndenual

12 cost-effective ways |
- Ill mcrease GIIIIEI‘S

J

..‘m‘a-

Beating the Ban Spa Wars Back to Basics
Sensible solutions for Why even the smallest What guests really want
guests who smoke property can boost its profits from a hotel bedroom
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COMMENT

With just months to go until the much-publicised ban on smoking in enclosed public
spaces, now is the time to prepare your premises, advises Andy Powell

he design of intedor spaces has always

besn a major consideration, out the

impending smaoking ban means your
autdoor space could soon find itself ranked
equally nthis area, and as such, should be a
ey consideration when it comes to
raximising your mvestment. Balancing the
requirernents at the ban with the needs of
yiour smaking custamers may seem like a
conundrure, but thera is no reason why there
sheuld not be & satisfactary resoiution for all
concerned, |roaddition, the new lagislation
imay alsa bring with it additicnal business
cppatunities and hidden benefits,

Changes ta the licensing laws have
rrceesc] LI drinking habits inte lne with
those in Eurame, ang a turther meove towards
continental-style premises opens up many
more appertunities, incleding the ingreased
use of outdoor and patio arsas, which
present an ides selution to the ban,

So, while smakers have resigned
thamselwas o lighting vp cutdoors, they
nesdn'l be forces to seek shelter under 2
ramshackle covering next to the bins, and
whather you plan to provide a simpls porch
with a taizle and chairs, or samething more
claborate, you should be prepared.

It an autdoor area iz thoughtfully
aesigned, T will not only prove attractive to
srmakers, but will entice other custarers
autside too, providing a more convivial
space and an atractive aclditionzl offier
tor your business, It need not be an eyesore
and should be viewed as an asset,

Space Saving
Maximising the available space is anather
key facton Carctul forethaugnt and good
clesign could potentially add signilicant vaue
toopour business, The ergenamics ol space
vou have avalable requires that you shauls
rrake full use of it

The tirring of the ban s alse fvourable.
Because it comes into torce this June, the
wearm weather will cravide the perfect
opportunity to create an enticing alfresco
ervironment, Going some way towards this
means laying out the space you have, and
Lhinking abmoul how to provide a scene as
comfortable as the interior of vour halsl,
What you put into that space, and how il is
arranged, can make all the differenice to the
way your customers percelve L

Gazchas are one way af providing a
suitalle shelter while
adding 1o the ovesall assthetic effect and
emviranmental ambiance. A range of designs
are available, witt decorative sides and flame
retarclant coverings.

Simple Solutions
& garebo can cormprise a relatively simple
and cost-efFective provision, or be mane
elaborate in spreading to an almeas)
marcues-style covering, alangside atlractive
surrounding gardens and amsient lighting
far evenings. Partially covered and decorated
pagadas are another cptian.

Adcling patic heaters means that even
when the weather (s bad, it noedn't be cola

and even in the depths of wnter you can
provide an alternative and comfortable area
for customers, With shylish furniture, fistures
and allractive lghting, she ambiance of even
the smaliest space cen be transformed into a
weeloorme area Tor all your guests,

Mew Opportunities

Gelting i1t rght could even attract mors
customens Lo your businass, Whatever the
sature of your premises, whelher il be a
coaching inn ora modern boutique hotel,
there are many cppatunities to extend the
existing décon, or to create a new and
diflerent environment as a contrast to that
already thers,

Anattractive ervironmeant will glso
encourage smokers o be more responsible
in discarding their dgarette butts, Even bins
can be accommodatled inosuch a way 25 to
disguise their real purpose, and can be
carefully cegigred 1o add to the cverall
cffect.

Remermber that in accommadaling the
ban, whatever you choose teodo will have an
creerall impact an your business. Giving it
dus consideration and approaching it as an
opportunity will make a diterence, and you
ol actually sail through without amy
downturn it business, You may even increase
yaur profits,

= Ancy Powel| is managing director of
figt fil-out contractors, 5pacetaii|:-r5.
e spacelailors.couk,




