[image: image1.jpg]®

spacetailors




Press Release: Wednesday 7th May 2008
SPACETAILORS UNEARTH CHELTENHAM’S HISTORIC BATHS
Refurbishment work at The Cheltenham Playhouse uncovers one of the town’s hidden treasures.

Part of the old slipper baths, the historic pool has not been seen for over forty years, but it was revealed today thanks to national fit-out specialists Spacetailors who have been brought on board by The Playhouse to carry out careful refurbishment work. 
Under the project management of Spacetailors’ Managing Director Andy Powell, the extensive refurbishment project is being undertaken in order to make The Playhouse more comfortable for patrons and attract a new generation of theatre-goers. 

“We’ve worked on some fantastic projects over the year but working in such a historic location in Cheltenham is certainly special and the pool itself is a magnificent sight,” comments Powell.

“The Playhouse is Grade-II listed and maintaining the history behind the building and protecting the pool, whilst bringing it in line with modern-standards of comfort, is key to this project.”

Playhouse Theatre Manager, Paul Scott is delighted the refurbishment has brought the pool to light after so long: “It is quite unusual to have a swimming pool within a theatre! It gives the building a real sense of history – the baths were, after all, the reason Cheltenham became such a vibrant and flourishing town 200 years ago.” 

The refurbishment is set to last nine weeks and will include seat replacement. Additionally, the seat rake on the hall will be raised, so each row will be 1ft higher, giving the audience a better view of the stage. Spacetailors will also be re-carpeting and repainting the auditorium, installing new house lights, replacing old electrics, installing new sound and light boxes, new sound-proof doors and improving the dressing rooms and bar.

For further information visit www.spacetailors.co.uk or call Andy Powell on 01242 513315.
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For further editorial information or pictures please contact George Owen on 01242 211189 or email: george@montpelliergroup.com. 

Spacetailors is a specialist fit-out contractor operating contracts across a range of sectors including retail, leisure and fitness, hotels and hospitality and corporate.

Established in 1963 as Gwyn Powell and Son, the Spacetailors corporate identity was launched in August 2006, to reflect the bespoke nature of the business whilst including national brands as clients: Esporta Health and Fitness, Odeon, Mecca Bingo, SPA Travel, Grosvenor Casinos. 

History of Cheltenham Playhouse’s secret swimming pool
The mineral springs in Cheltenham were first discovered in 1716 at which time Cheltenham was merely an ordinary country village comprising little more than an 11th century country church, blacksmith shop, farmyard, parsonage, village inn (The Plough) and a few thatched cottages along Broad street. A brook (the River Chelt) was crossed at irregular intervals by a few stepping stones and inhabitants’ occupation was, in the main, agriculture. 
The discovery of the mineral spring began the transformation of the village into a Spa. In 1788 the visit of His Majesty King George III with the Royal Family to take the waters bestowed upon Cheltenham a significant level of popularity and fame. George Rowe’s Guide in 1846 records “from a mere village it has become one of the most extensive and certainly the most elegant town in the Kingdom.”

Henry Thompson’s Montpellier Baths (which are now the Cheltenham Playhouse) opened in 1806 and became a highly fashionable venue at which the waters could be enjoyed. It was evidently an extensive establishment for its time with 14 warm baths beautifully fitted with marble and Dutch Tile, one large cold bath big enough for swimming (20’ x 10’) plus smaller ones and a constant accession of fresh water. The boilers were capable of heating waters to 190 degrees with warm air steam rooms available, shampooing, and the ‘Russian’ practice of showering after warm bathing. The baths even had a distillation plant in which the salts were evaporated out and bottled so that patrons could purchase a concentrate which could be enjoyed ‘at some distance from Cheltenham’.

Dr. Jameson, writing in 1809, recommended Cheltenham’s waters for “dyspepsia, eruptions, pimples, inflammations, exudations, scrofulous affections, ulcers of the legs, ophthalmies, rheumatism and gout, asthma and cough, female diseases, piles, gravelly disorders and worms.” Not surprisingly, many distinguished personages visited the town including the Duke of Wellington who came to Thompson’s Bath in 1823 to drink the waters and take a course of baths in which it is said he used to sit and read his newspapers. 

In March 1898, the medicinal baths were purchased by Cheltenham Corporation who later converted them into a swimming pool and slipper baths. It is this tiled swimming pool that still exists beneath the floor of the main auditorium and now serves as a store for stage rostrums and properties. 

In 1945, the Cheltenham Council converted the swimming pool site into the intimate municipal theatre that is today’s current Cheltenham Playhouse.      

